A review of 24 patients with bronchial ruptures: is delay in diagnosis more common in children?
Bronchial ruptures due to blunt chest traumas are rarely encountered injuries. Because they occur seldom in pediatric age groups, even total ruptures of bronchi can be overlooked in the absence of accompanying lesions. This condition may result in a delay of diagnosis that consequently leads to irreversible septic changes in the lungs, which make resections unavoidable. The determination of predisposing factor(s) may be valuable in predicting and prevention of such situations. We reviewed the records of 24 patients with bronchial ruptures hospitalized between January 1974 and December 2001 in Atatürk Center for chest disease and chest surgery. We divided the cases as 'early' and 'delayed' and each group consisted of 'adult (age>15 years)' and 'pediatric (age<15 years)' patients. On reviewing the records of these patients, we observed that 75% of the delayed cases were under the age of 11 years when they survived the thoracic trauma. The susceptibility of children to delays is emphasized and the possible causes are discussed in the light of world literature. Simple approaches to minimize the number of misdiagnosed pediatric cases are highlighted.